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Chinese  authorities  shut  down  Easter 


of  Christians  worshipped  freely 
around  the  world  Easter  morn¬ 
ing,  more  than  500  members  of 
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that  have  enabled  Baptists  in 
Haiti  to  keep  feeding  their 
neighbors  whose  lives  are  still 
in  disarray  more  than  a  year 
after  the  devastating  earth¬ 
quake.  Every  bucket  carries 
food  for  a  week  along  with  a 
message  of  love  and  hope  from 
Southern  Baptists,  and  is  deliv¬ 
ered  by  Haitian  Baptists  who 
give  a  verbal  witness  to  God's 
love  and  compassion. 

The  Buckets  of  Hope  min¬ 
istry  has  now  come  to  a  dose. 
Jim  Didlake,  director  of  the 
Men's  Ministry  department  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  said, 
"Some  of  our  people  have 
been  there  during  the  distribu¬ 
tion  and  all  went  well.  The 
local  churches  handled  the  dis¬ 
tribution,  and  those  receiving 
buckets  were  excited.  Now  the 
work  has  been  completed. 

"The  work  continues  in 
Haiti.  Southern  Baptists  are  in 
the  process  of  rebuilding 
homes,  and  Mississippians  have 
been  involved  in  the  rebuild.' 


liberty  group  ChinaAid  reported. 

Some  church  members  were  able  to  avoid 
government  interference  by  gathering  in 
smaller  group*  at  restaurants. 

"One  of  the  deacons  returned  to  his 
home  last  Friday  afternoon  and  the  police 
came  to  ask  him  if  he  planned  to  attend 
the  Easter  Sunday  service,'  church  mem¬ 
ber  Kathy  Lu  told  Voice  of  America  News 
on  Easter.  "He  said  yes,  so  the  police  said 
from  this  moment,  you  cannot  leave  this 
house.  I  spoke  to  him  an  hour  ago,  and  he 
was  still  not  able  to  leave  the  house." 

Church  members  say  they  are  being  obe¬ 
dient  to  Christ  Some  have  lost  their  jobs 


to  rent  or  pur- 
a  building. 

Churches  in  China  must  reg¬ 
ister  with  he  government,  and 
those  that  don't  are  considered 
illegal.  Registering  brings 
restrictions  on  growth  and  evan¬ 
gelism  —  part  of  the  reason  the  under¬ 
ground  church  movement  has  flourished 
in  recent  decades.  Shouwang  is  one  of  the 


the  first  week.  A  Cable  News  Network 
(CNN)  crew  tried  to  do  the  same  on 
Easter  but  was  turned  back.  The  video 
can  be  viewed  at  http://bit.ly/eaBEqm. 

Hundreds  of  uniformed  and  plain- 
clothed  police  officers  were  involved  in 
he  Easter  arrests,  which  took  place  at  a 
plaza,  CNN  reported.  Police  and 
cars  were  waiting  at  the  plaza  for 
members  to  gather 
As  part  of  the  Easter  crackdown,  the  gov¬ 
ernment  prevented  all  church  staff,  lay  lead¬ 
ers,  and  he  entire  church  choir  from  leaving 
their  homes.  Senior  pastor  Jin  Tianming,  who 
has  led  the  public  defiance,  was  ore  ot  those 
under  house  arrest.  The  choir  had  been  prac- 


and  even  been  evicted  from  heir  homes 
because  of  their  stance,  with  he  govem- 
ment  pressuring  employees  and  landlords. 

"The  Bible  tells  us,  as  Christians,  we 
must  not  give  up  meeting  together;  further¬ 
more,  as  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  we 
should  not  change  our  mode  of  Sunday 
worship  just  because  someone  or  some 
entity  decides  hat  we  may  or  may  not  use 
a  particular  gathering  place,"  hie  church 
said  in  a  statement  Easter  week. 

"Our  attitude  before  God  should  be 
the  same  as  Daniel's,  that  is,  despite  he 


stance  presents,  we  should  behave  as  we 
normally  would,  coming  before  our  God 
weekly  to  worship  Him  and  offer  up  our 
thanksgiving,  praises  and  petitions." 

If  the  church  could  rent  or  own  its 
own  indcor  space,  he  confrontation 
could  stop,  he  statement  said. 

Observers  say  it's  the  hardest  crackdown 
in  a  decade  or  more.  "We  are  deeply  disap¬ 
pointed  that  he  Chinese  authorities  chose  to 
disrupt  peaceful  worshippers  who  were  sim¬ 
ply  celebrating  Easter  today,"  said 
CninaAid's  founder  and  president  Bob  Fu. 

ChinaAid  monitors  religious  liberty  in 
he  country.  "By  doing  this,  the  Chinese 

fovemment  again  demonstrates  its  total 
isregard  for  Chinese  citizens'  basic  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  and  freedom  of  assembly. 
We  continue  to  call  upon  the  free  world 
to  stand  firm  in  solidarity-with  he  per¬ 
secuted  faithful  in  China. 

The  U.S.  Commission  on  International 
Religious  Freedom  (USCIRF)  had  released 
a  pre-Easter  statement  urging  the  Chinese 


official 


"to  allow  all  Easter  services  to  proceed 
without  harassment  or  detentions." 

USCIRF  is  a  bipartisan  religious  panel 
that  reports  to  Congress  on  religious 
rights  overseas.  Richard  Land,  president 
of  tiie  Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  Nashville, 
is  a  commissioner  on  he  panel. 

USCIRF  reported  hat  Wang  Zu'on, 
head  of  China's  State  Administration  for 
Religious  Affairs,  gave  a  speech  in 
February  calling  on  government  officials 
to  "renew  efforts  to  'guide'  unregistered 


honed  churches  and  'break'  large  church¬ 
es  like  Shouwang  into  small  groups." 

The  Global  Times,  a  newspaper  run  by  the 
Chinese  Communist  Party,  ran  an  editorial 
April  11  arguing  that  'all  Christians,  as  well 
as  those  ofother  faiths,  are  Chinese  citizens 
first  and  foremost  It  is  their  obligation  to 
observe  discipline  and  abide  by  thelaw."  „ 
R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr.,  president  of 
Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky., 
said  Christians  around  the  world  should 
be  praying  for  Shouwang  Church. 

TTow  many  of  our  American  church 
members  would  disappear  if  officials  went 
about  threatening  joos  and  college  place¬ 
ments?"  he  asked  in  a  column  on  nis  web¬ 
site.  "While  the  New  Testament  commands 
Christians  to  obey^the  righteous  laws  of  a 
nation,  believers  cannot  Dend  the  knee  to 
the  regime  as  their  primary  allegiance. 

"No  Christian  is  'first  and  foremost'  a 
citizen  of  any  earthy  kingdom  or  nation. 
This  is  a  despotic  demand  for  the  idola¬ 
trous  worship  of  the  slate.' 


> 


Emily  Jones 


I  Guest  Opinion: 

J.  Church  have  discovered  ^ 

"relics"  from  the  time  of  Christ,  -vat  I  t ,  i 

5SifSS*-S.,&2J  EL  I  We  don  t  need 

find  was  die  Dead  Sea  Scrolls,  P-  ^Utl  flip  VI  fill C 

which  have  been  recognized  as  Ills  A  SO 

one  of  the  greatest  archeological  I 

finds  in  history.  Other  "firvds^are  IP.  -  A  I  By  Michati  Catt  I 

mh  '“«»*<* 

drals  that  daim  to  have  the  skull 
of  Paul  or  Peter  There  is  a  church 

in  Ethiopia  that  claims  to  have  on  AOL  entitled.  Did  Journalist  says  in  die  documentary,  "Based 
the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  Such  Find  THE  Nails'  Used  to  Crucify  on  the  <e,  shape  and  condition 
claims  are  too  common  to  be  Jesus?  In  it  she  writes  o&Simcha  of  die  tails,  i.  „ 
believable.  Then  these  was  die  Jaoobovid  from  Canada,  host  of  these  were  used  in  crucifixion." 

Shroud  of  Turin,  which  was  sup-  The  Naked  Archeologist,  as  say-  True.  FactuaL  But  notice  "cruci- 
posedly  the  burial  doth  of  Jesus,  irtg  "he  may  have  found  the  nails  fusion"  not  "the  crucifixion"  of  they 
Add  to  that  statues  that  weep,  the  that  were  used  to  crucify  Jesus  Christ.  Thousands  were 
face  of  Jesus  in  a  tortilla;  and  a  more  than  2JX0  years  ago."  fied  by  the  Romans.  Jt 

host  of  other  scams  and  aberra-  He  claims  this  in  a  documen-  common  form  of  death  i 
dons  and  it  becomes  laughable.  tary,  The  Nails  of  the  Cross,  for  criminals.  There  woul 
Archeology  can  verify  dating  which  will  be  broadcast  in  the  been  hundreds  of  nail', 
and  locations.  The  archeological  United  States  in  a  few  weeks.  In  He  says  it's  "p 
digs  around  Israel  are  incredible  die  documentary  he  presents  two  it  is,  but  I  should 
to  observe.  Relics  from  die  Roman  nails  dating  to  the  first  is  the  same  man 
Promised  Land  have  to  be  veri-  century  that  were  "bent  in  a  way  on  board  with  Jai 
fied  by  die  government  with  a  that  is  consistent  with  crucifix-  on  the  movie  T1 
certificate :of  authenticity.  ion."  Gradstein  writes,  "He  con-  of  Jesus.  In  that  controversial 

One  show  I  love  to  watch  is  tends  diat  these  are  the  same  film,  he  says  a  burial  site  in 
die  History  Channels  The  nails  found _m  the  bur lal  tomb  of  Jerusalem  is  the  original  burial 
Naked  Archeologist.  It's  enter-  Caiaphas,  the  Jewish  High  Priest  site  of  Jesus  and  hisfamily 
taming  and  enlightening,  as  the  who  is  associated  in  the  Gospels  The  Israel  Antiquities 
host  mixes  lrumor  wiLi  with  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus,  Authority  says.  "The  interpreta- 
research.  Often  1  don't  agree  although  he  found  them  at  a  lab  tion  presented  in  it  [the  docu- 
with  his  conclusions,  but  it’s  a  in  Tel  Aviv  University"  mentary ]  has  no  basis  in  archaeo- 


three  if  anyone  reads  the  Bible) 

Sthat  held  Jesus  to  the  cross  —  it 
was  His  love  few  us  and  His  will- 
j  ingness  to  die  for  our  sin. 

tlCCU  A180'  1  might  note,  one  rea- 

son  die  first  century  was  the 
f  I C  "fullness  of  time"  for  Jesus  was 

.  -I  because  there -were  no  cameras 
f*  x.  |  or  video  recorders.  If  there 

I  were,  we  would  worship  an 
rfl.  I  image,  picture,  or  painting  of 

I  Chnst.  The  pictures  in  our 
Bibles  (and  in  my  children's 
Bible  growing  up)  make  Jesus 
cumentary,  "Based  look  like  a  white  man.  He  was 
tape  and  condition  Jewish,  olive  skinned.  We  all 
it  is  possible  that  tend  to  make  Jesus  into  what 
we  want  Him  to  be.  ~  ~~ 
Ever,  if  they  are  THE  nails, 
j  are  just  nails.  I  don't  wor¬ 
ship  nails;  I  worship  the  Lord 
who  lived,  died  ana  rose  from 
the  grave.  The  tomb  is  empty. 
We  don't  need  the  nails.  We 
have  something  better:  an 

_  empty  tomb,  a  resurrected 

tvll  you,  this  Lord,  an  ascended  Lord,  a  con- 
who  jumped  stant  Advocate,  and  a  soon 
lies  Cameron  coining  King. 
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Panel:  Bible  literacy  lacking  in  churches 

T  A  CI/rrihT  *T _  /nn\ 


JACKSON,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Standing  before  nearly  700 
attendees  at  a  Read  the  Bible 
for  Life  conference,  George 
Guthrie  rattled  off  a  series  of 
statistics: 

•  25  million  copies  of  the 
Bible  are  sold  in  the  United 
States  annually. 

•  Nine  out  of  10  homes  in 
the  US.  have  a  Bible. 

•  More  than  400  million 
copies  of  all  or  part  of  the  Bible 
are  distributee!  through  Bible 
societies  each  year. 

Despite  what  would  appear 
to  be  a  Scripture  saturation  of 
biblical  proportions,  the  "No.  1 
predictor  of  spiritual  maturity 
[according  to  a  study  by 
LifeWay  Research]  is  reading 
the  Bible  on  a  daily  basis  [but] 
only  16%  of  churchgoers  read 
the  Bible  daily  and  25%  of 
churchgoers  don't  read  the 
Bible  at  all,"  Guthrie  said  at  the 
April  15-16  conference  at  Union 
University  in  Jackson,  Tn. 

"This  means  that  more  than 
50%  of  people  who  come 
through  the  doors  of  our 
churches  on  a  regular  basis 
only  read,  their  Bibles  occa¬ 
sionally,  perhaps  one  or  two 
tunos:.per  month,  if  at  all," 
Guthrie  said.  "Even  more 
sobering,  only  37%  of  those 
who  attend  church  regularly 
say  that  reading  and  studying 
the  Bible  has  made  a  signifi¬ 
cant  difference  in  the  way  they 
live  their  lives.  Only  37%. " 

This  alarming  lack  of  biblical 
literacy  is  what  led  Guthrie  to 
write;  Read  the  Bible  for  Life: 


group  video  curriculum  and 
readers'  study  guide.  This 
fall,  LifeWay  win  release  a 
Holman  Christian  Standard 
chronological  study  Bible  in 
support  of  the  initiative. 

vDr.  Guthrie's  book  could 
not  have  come  at  a  bettor  time 
for  individuals  and  churches 
looking  for  wavs  to  know  Gocf 
more  intimately  and  be  Trans¬ 
formed  by  His  Word,"  said 
Brad  Waggoner,  LifeWay's 
executive  vice  president 
"George  Guthrie  is  bne  of  the 
world  s  leading  scholars.  His 
bent  for  scholarship  did  not 
remove  him  in  any  way  from 
his  passion  for  the  local  church. 
He  desires  for  the  Word  of  God 
to  transform  His  people;  that  is 
the  key  to  this  emphasis." 

The  reading  and  study 
material  is  aimed  to  accom¬ 
plish  two  things: 

•  help  people  learn  to  read 
the  parts  of  Scripture  well,  so 
they  know  how  to  engage  a. 
psalm,  an  Old  Testament  story, 
or  a  parable  and  apply  the  Word 
in  specific  life-changing  ways. 

•  help  people  understand 
how  the  Bible  fits  together  so 
they  can  understand  their 
place  in  God's  story. 

At  its  core,  Guthrie 
explained,  die  Read  the  Bible 
for  Life  initiative  seeks  to 
change  the  processes  for  how 
followers  of  Christ  interface 
with  the  Bible  by  understand¬ 
ing  the  dynamics  of  the  over¬ 
arching  ''grand  narrative"  of 
Scripture.  The— road  to 
Scripture  literacy  goes  beyond 


Your  Guide  to  Understanding  telling  people  they  need  to  get 
and  Living  God's  Word,  released  in  the  Word  and  nave  a  devo- 
earlier  this  year  BicH  Publishing  tional  time,  he  said. 


Group,  the  trade  publishing  arm  "First,  we  need  to  look  at 
of  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  processes  in  the  local  church 
of  the  ;  Southern  Baptist  and  not  just  programs  of  the 
Convention  -n  Nashville.  , ..  moment,'*  Guthrie  said.  "We 
-Guthrie,  who  serves  as  need  to  read  and  teach  people 
Union  University's  Benjamin  how  to  read  Scripture  more 
W.  Perry  Professor  of  Bible,  effectively  and  meaningfully, 
compiled  the  book  as  a  series  and  we  need  to  get  into  tire 
of  conversations  about  how  to  grand  story  of  Scripture  —  inch- 
study  the  Scriptures  in  a  vidualfy  and  as  a  community, 
meaningful  way.  "By  doing  this,  people  will 

The  Read  the  Bible  for  Life  begin  to  realize  that  'this  is 
book  is  just  the  first  compo-  my  story  and  it  has  implica- 
nent  of  what  has  become  the  tions  for  nqy  life.'  This  cootdi- 
Read  the  Bible  for  Life  initia-  nated  attempt  at  changing 
five  spearheaded  by  LifeWay  patterns  ana  processes  of 
in  partnership  witn  Union's  interacting  with  Scripture  is  a 
R.C.  Ryan  Center  for  Biblical  way  to  help  the  church  be  die 
Studies.  Other  components  church  ana  learn  to  read  the 
include  a  nine-week  small-  Bible  well,"  Guthrie  said. 


Call  to  prayer 

NORTH  AFRICA  AND  THE  MIDDLE  EAST  (BP)  —  In 
the  crescendo  of  turmoil  across  North  Africa  and  the 
Middle  East,  people  have  cried  c-ut  for  something  different, 
something  big.  It’s  time  believers  in  the  West  do  the  same 
thing,  said  Drew  Canon  (not  his  real  name),  a  Southern 
Baptist  worker  among  die  peoples  of  the  region.  That's  why 
he  and  others  have  called  for  zl  days  of  prayer  and  fasting 
to  ask  God  to  do  something  big  in  the  lives  or  the  peoples  of 
North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East.  The  emphasis,  stretching 
to  Mother's  Day  (May  8),  encourages  believers  to  "pray 
outside  the  box*  for  the  salvation  of  the  region's  peoples 
and  for  believers  working  among  them.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  on  how  to  pray  for  the  peoples  of  North  Africa  and  the 
Middle  East,  visit  namepeopleu.imb.org. 
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David  Platt,  pastor  of  The  Church  at  Brook  1  Published  Since  1877 
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BIBLE  READERS  —  David  Platt,  pastor  of  The  Church  at  Brook 
Hills  in  Birmingham,  Al.,  participates  in  a  panel  discussion  during 
the  Read  the  Bible  for  Life  conference  in  mid-April.  Michael  Card 
(left)  and  George  Guthrie,  author  of  Read  the  Bible  for  Life  book 
in  the  biblical  literacy  initiative,  complete  the  panel.  (BP  photo) 


David  Plan,  pastor  of  The 
Church  at  Brook  Hills  in 
Birmingham,  preached  dur¬ 
ing  the  conference's  three  ple¬ 
nary  sessions  and  also  partic¬ 
ipated  in  a  question-and- 
answer  session  with  Guthrie 
and  musician  and  author 
Michael  Card. 

Plati,  author  of  the  bestseller. 
Radical,  noted  that  Guthrie's 
material  played  a  crucial  role  in 
his  churdi' s  yearlong  "Radical 
Experiment. 

Over  the  course  of  a  year. 
Brook  Hills  members  were 
challenged  to  radically 
change  their  modus  operanai 
by  praying  for  the  entire 
world,  reading  through  the 
entire  Bible,  committing  to 


come  alive  through  this  mate¬ 
rial  and  through  our  church 
was  incredible.  As  a  pastor 
I'm  indebted  to  this." 

Guthrie  said  the  Read  the 
Bible  for  Life  curriculum  "is  a 
ministry  of  .service.  It  is  our 
greatest  desire  to  come  along¬ 
side  others  to  help  them  in 
their  faith." 

Platt  said  that  as  the  church 
walked  through  the  chrono¬ 
logical  reading  of  the  Bible, 
"people  began  recognizing 
key  messages  and  stones  that 
serve  as  hinges  to  the  redemp¬ 
tive  story  ot  Christ.  People  in 
our  church,  some  who  have 


praying  for  the  entire  been  Christians  for  20  and  30 
rid,  reading  through  the  years,  are  saying,  'I  never 
ire  Bible,  committing  to  knew  how  this  all  fit  together.' 


multiplying  community  fel¬ 
lowship  groups,  sacrificing 
finances  tor  a  specific  pur¬ 
pose,  and  giving  time  in 
another  context. 

As  a  working  laboratory 
for  the  Read  the  Bible  tor  Life 
teaching  material  and  read¬ 
er's  guide,  Guthrie  worked  a 
couple  of  months  ahead  of  the 
church's  schedule  to  produce 
reader's  guide  material  as 
Platt  preamed  chronological¬ 
ly  through  the  Bible. 

"We  walked  through  the 
story  of  Scripture  from  cover 
to  cover  testing  out  the  Read 
the  Bible  for  Lire  curriculum," 
Platt  said.  "To  see  the  Word 


BSU  members  from  Northeast  Community  College  in  Booneville 
spend  four  days  in  New  Orleans  sharing  the  Goapel,  with  23  people 
praying  to  receive  Chriat. 


FamilyNet,  a  broadcast  television  faith  and  family  network,  begins 
operation  under  the  Radio  and  Television  Commission  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  headquartered  in  Fort  Worth,  Tex.  FamilyNet  was 
formerly  part  of  the  Jerry  Falwell's  ministry  organization. 


Eighty  Mississippi  Baptist  men,  mostly  laymen,  form  the  Pioneer 
Missions  Crusade  to  die  West,  traveling  to  Colorado  and  Nebraska  in  July. 


Jesus  Chnst 

c*e> 

Requests  the 

Honor  of 
Your 
Presence 

in  Heaven! 


knew  how  this  all  fit  together.' 

"As  you  unpack  the  grand 
narrative  of  Scripture,  you  start 
to  realize  that  the  God  of  Peter, 
James  and  John  [and]  of  Isaiah, 
Moses  and  Abraham  is  your 
God.  To  have  your  eyes  opened 
to  the  fact  that  God,  the  con¬ 
suming  fire  on  the  mountain,  is 
the  same  God  we  meet  with...  it 
takes  our  daily  routine  up  to 
such  a  higher  level  when  we 
realize  we  are  a  part  of  some¬ 
thing  so  much  greater:  a  grand 
story  of  redemption." 

Editor's  note:  Components  of 
the  Read  the  Ride  far  Life  initia¬ 
tive  can  be  previewed  at 
www.ReadtheBiblefbrLife  com. 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simplu  short  the  following  prayer 
xoith  God  in  your  own  words: 

L  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(7  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3.  Tbelieve  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

" But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 
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Stained  Class, 


laeksofi,  601-502 _ 

CHURCH  FEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE 
ESTIMATES,  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Miss.,  phone  601-776^617 _ 

CATLINBURC  CABIN  FOR  RENT: 
2  bd/2ba,  fuM  Idchen,  great  view  of 


National  Pic.  $95Atite.  832-922-0401  / 
pdiw4760BaB.net 

CASEYVIUE  MANOR-NEWLV  OPENED 
PRIVATE  CARE  HOME.  Nutse  owned 
and  operated.  Nurse  or  cna  on  duty  24 
hours  a  day.  Private  bedroom  and  bath. 
We  accept  ambulatory,  non-ambulatory, 
hospice  and  respite  patients.  Private  ftiy 
only.  601-823-0922  Wesson,  Ms. 


TBibliocipi 

By  Charles  M 


Man.  1*32 -2004 
0  2005; 


DMG  XBNWN  NDCG 
ZMSB  SIW  eW^EVW, 
LWDY  UW  MBS,  NSDMG 
NSCVV,  DMG  NWW  SIW 
NDVODSCBM  BL  SIW 
VBYG,  PICKI  1W  PCVV 
NIWP  SB  UBZ  SBGDU; 
LBY  SIW  WHUESCDMN 
PIBX  UW  I  DOW  NWWM 
SBGDU,  UW  NIDVV 
NWW  SIWX  DHDCM  MB 


XBYW  LBY  WOWY. 


WTBGZN  LBZYSWWM: 
SICYSWWN 


Clue:  Z-U 

Hmt  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  it  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Isaiah  Fifty-Two:  Six 


The  Special  Unseen 
Essential  People  in  God's 
Kingdom  Work 

There  are  some  people 
who  «ue  not  seen  by  many 
people  or  highly  visible  to  the 
entire  body  of  Christ,  but 


Beach,  Al.  Rent  Direct  from  Christian 
Family  Owners.  Lowest  Prices  on  the 
Beach.  Spring  Special  4  Nights  Eff  Unit  Q 
adults  &  kids)  $444  Includes  Everything. 
1,2  h  3  Bedroom  units  also  available. 
Even  lower  prices  for  those  in  the 
Ministry.  205-456-0368  205-752-1231. 

www4tuBshorescondos.com _ 

EVERYONE  NEEDS  TO  GET  AWAY 
BETSY'S  III'  CABINS  at  Lake  Lincoln 
Stale  fork  rents  nightly  or  $250.00  a 
week.  For  details  Call  601-940-6841  or 
601-643-8817 

GET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON: 

Health  Insurance  and  Medicare 
Supplements.  Call  1-800-541-8196  or 
visit  www.TumerlnsuranceOnline.com 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


i  want  to  taiK  to  you  about 
three  groups  of  these  folks, 
but  let  me  quickly  say  there 
are  more  than  just  the  ones 
that  I  am  going  to  mention.  I 
suppose  mat  if  I  just  focused 
on  every  essential  unseen 
group,  I  could  fill  The  Baptist 
Record  completely.  Allow 
me  to  talk  to  you  about  some 
that  in  the  last  few  days  have 
so  blessed  my  heart  that  I  had 
to  say  something  about  them. 

Group  I  is  die  sound  and 
media  people  at  each  of  our 
churches.  There  are  very  few  of 
our  churches  who  do  not  have 
s  und  systems  these  days, 
regardless  of. the  size  of  me 
church  or  even  if  you  can  hear 
without  a  sound  system.  There 
is  so  much  hi  today's  world 
that  adds  to  many  of  our  wor¬ 
ship  services  because  of  sound- 
trades  with  orchestration  that 
might  not  be  available,  words 
that  may  be  projected  on  a 
screen,  or  a  video  dip  that 
helps  to  convey  the  message 
and  dramatize  a  point 

About  the  only  time  that 
these  folks  ever  have  the  spot¬ 
light  put  on  diem  is  when 
something  does  not  work 
properly.  That  may  be  only 
once  a  quarter  but  even  if  it 
were  once  every  service  that 
something  went  wrong  or  the 
wrong  button  was  punched, 
they  are  doing  a  better  job 
than  I  would  and  probably 
better  than  some  of  you.  ft 
takes  preparation,  concentra¬ 
tion,  and  a  certain  amount  of 
knowledge  and  skill  level  to 
keep  it  all  working  at  die  very 


time  and  in  the  way  that  it  is 
needed.  It  is  not  just  a  matter 
of  flipping  on  a  switch  and 
everything  working.  It  has  to 
be  coordinated,  m  addition 
to  knowing  about  all  of  the 
eouipment,  you  have  to  know 
what  is  going  to  be  taking 
place  in  die  service. 

I  mention  these  sound  and 
media  folks  because  I  am  often 
in  churches  where  everything 
goes  so  smoothly  that  you  do 
not  even  realize  that  these  men 
and  women  are  around.  The 
Apostle  Paul  asked  in  Romans, 
"How  shall  they  hear  without 
a  preacher?"  The  proclamation 
of  the  Word  of  God  and  die 
sound  of  the  Gospel  are  essen¬ 
tial  for  people  to  come  to  know 
the  Lora,  m  addition  to  that  in 
our  day  there  are  often  settings 
where  it  might  be  asked,  "How 
shall  the  preacher  be  heard  if 
there  are  not  faithful  men  and 
women  at  their  post  working, 
caring,  and  indeed  ministering 
in  the  sound  booth?" 

Group  II  is  the  Disaster 
Relief  teams.  The  tornadoes 
that  raked  across  our  state 
in  mid-April  2011  were 
reminders  of  how  important 
and  how  essential  these 
wonderful  men  and  women 
are  who  prepare  before  the 
storms  hit  to  be  involved  in 
Disaster  Relief.  Here  in  our 
state  we  live  with  impend¬ 
ing  disasters.  You  name  it 
and  potentially  we  can  have 
it.  Tornadoes,  hurricanes, 
floods,  and  fires  —  and 
every  so  often  someone  is 
writing  an  article  on  the  lat¬ 
est  stage  that  indicates  that 
at  some  point  the  New 
Madrid  Fault  is  going  to 
shift  and  we  will  feel  the 
earth  move.  Regardless  of 
what  we  may  face,  there  are 
trained  and  willing  respon¬ 
ders  all  across  our  state 
ready  to  provide  support 


WEST  MARKS  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
MAHC5  MS  15  SEEKING  A  FULL  TIME 
MINISTER  OF  MUSIC/YOUTH. 
Interested  candidates  need  submit  a 

any  questions,  call  662-326-4264. 
SEEKING  PART  TIME  YOUTH  PASTOR. 

FBC  Fannin  in  Brandon,  MS.  is  now 
accepting  resumes  for  the  position  of 
Pan  lime  Ybuth  Ftestor  Please  e-mail 
resume  to  das21668yahoo.com  or  lax 
resume  to  601-829-3406 


pleasant  hill  baptist  church, 

COLUMBUS,  MS,  IS  SEEKINC  A  81- 
VOCATIONAL  MUSIC  DIRECTOR. 
Send  resume  to:  1383  Pleasant  Hill 
Road,  Cofcimbus.  MS  39702  or  e-mail 


om. 


and  help  in  the  face  of  disas¬ 
ter.  They  willingly  and 
readily  are  there  on  the 
scene  with  food,  medical 
supplies,  and  a  chainsaw  or 
cleanup  crew.  They  clean 
and  "mud  out."  They  rip 
out  soaked  sheetrock,  cover 
roofs  with  vinyl  sheeting, 
and  touch  thousands  and 
thousands  of  lives  with  the 
love  of  Jesus.  They  are 
rarely  seen,  often  unrecog¬ 
nized,  but  always  essential 
when  disaster  strikes. 

It  has  been  my  observation 
through  the  years  that  these 
folks  do  not  love  disasters, 
but  they  love  responding  to 
assist  people  in  whatever 
way  they  can  to  bring  help 
and  hope  in  the  Spirit  of 
Christ.  To  each  one  of  you 
who  are  a  part  of  these  teams, 
I  want  to  say  a  huge  thank 
you  for  the  thousands  and 
thousands  of  people  across 
our  state  that  you  have 
blessed.  For  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  you  who  have 
shared  your  resources  to 
enable  these  responders  to  be 
there,  I  echo  die  same  appre¬ 
ciation.  One  person,  one  con¬ 
gregation,  one  association,  or 
one  state  convention  cannot 
do  this  often-unseen  but 
vitally-necessary  work.  It  is  a 
magnificent  network  of 
teams  who  in  just  a  matter  of 
hours  can  be  on  the  move 
and  usually  on  the  scene  to 
help  minister,  pray,  or  cut 
down  trees  in  die  suddenness 
of  life's  disasters. 

A  third  group  that  I 
would  call  attention  to  is 
the  wonderful  preschool 


workers  who  take  care  of 
bed  babies,  creepers,  and 
toddlers  during  the  worship 
service.  From  time  to  time 
as  l.am  preaching  in  some 
of  our  churches,  I  walk 
through  that  area  of  church 
life  to  see  the  children  and 
speak  to  their  caregivers.  I 
pray  for  these  folks  often 
because  they  are  the  ones 
who  are  working  hard,  lov¬ 
ing,  and  caring  for  our  spe¬ 
cial  treasures  when  the  ser¬ 
vice  goes  longer  than 
expected.  They  are  the  won¬ 
derful  people  who  get  up, 
get  dressed,  and  are  ready 
to  come  to  church  with  a 
sweet  and  gracious  spirit  to 
miss  the  grandeur  of  the 
worship  service  in  order  to 
care  for  the  precious  chil¬ 
dren  of  others.  Often  after 
someone  has  sung  a  beauti¬ 
ful  solo,  1  listen  as  people 
applaud  and  express  their 
appreciation  but  I  am  think¬ 
ing  about  the  people  who 
are  in  another  part  of  the 
building  taking  care  of  die 
needs  of  those  precious 
gifts  from  God  with  skill 
and  care.  They  may  never- 
receive  applause,  hear 
many  words  of  thanks,  and 
may  not  even  receive  » 
thought  from  us.  I  want  to 
say  thank  you  to  this  wore 
derful  group  for  all  that  you 
do  to  provide  ministry  both 
to  the  children,  their  par¬ 
ents,  and  to  so  many  others. 
You  are  a  blessing! 

Once  in  the  ministry  of 
Jesus,  a  discussion  was  tak- 


Jesus  picked  up  a  little  child 
and  in  essence.  He  said, 
"You  are  looking  at  it."  To 
all  of  you  who  are  serving  in 
these  or  maybe  other  areas 
of  unseen  but  essential 
needs,  I  want  to  say  thank 
you  and  to  give  you  my 
applause  of  appreciation. 

The  author  am  be  contacted  at 
ifutnd&mbcb.org. 


All  Tournaments  win  ba  held  in  Pearl,  MS  at  the  Center  City  Complex 


For  more  information  or  to  download  a  registration  form  go  to 
www.msbapti8trecreation.com  or  call  601.898,4869. 


E«t  Hill  Baptist  Chinch  located  in  the  City  of  Pensacola  Florida  is 
•eektng  a  pastor  to  lead  the  church.  The  church  currently  has  570 
members  and  average  Sunday  School  attendance  of  225.  The  successful 
candidate  must  meet  the  Biblical  qualifications  found  in  1  Timothy  3:1- 
7,  Titus  1:5-9,  1  Peter  5:1-4.The  church  membership  expects  the 
successful  candidate  to  have  a  minimum  of  6  years  of  successful 
pastoral  experience,  a  bachelor's  degree  from  an  accredited  college 
?miSerninary  mas,er/s  c*e8ree  Resumes  will  be  accepted  until  June  30, 
201 1 .  Resumes  including  educational  information,  partoral  experience, 
personal  skill*,  and  at  least  three  professional  references  are  to  be 
mailed  or  delivered  to:  Fhstor  Search  Team  Chair,  East  Hill  Baptist 
Church,  3960  Spanish  Trail,  Pensacola,  Florida  32504. 
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NOBTS  trustees  approve  Islamic  studies  specialization 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  — 
Trustees  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary  (NOBTS)  approved 
a  new  master's  specialization 
in  Islamic  studies,  along  with 
a  new  graduate  certificate  for 
bivocanonal  ministers  and 
revisions  to  graduate  degrees 
and  certificates' during  their 
spring  meeting  April  13. 

The  board  also  approved  a 
$20.9  million  budget  and 
elected  six  faculty  members. 

The  new  master  of  divinity 
specialization  in  Islamic  stua- 
ies  is  the  fruit  of  several  years 
of  work.  The  first  step  was 
securing  faculty  members  with 
the  experience  and  knowledge 
base  to  lead  the  program,  m 
recent  years,  trustees  elected 
Mike  Edens  and  Page  Brooks 
x>  the  faculty  as  professors  of 
theology  and  Islamic  studies. 

Edens  served  with  the 
International  Mission  Board  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
for  more  than  25  years  in  the 
North  Africa  /Middle  East 
region.  Edens'  unique  experi¬ 
ence  and  understanding  of 
Islamic  cukure  prepared  him  to 
train tbe.nfext  generation  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  for  the  world's  grow¬ 
ing  Musfim  population. 

In  addition  to  his  academic 
study  of  Islamic  thinking,  Brooks 
also  draws  experience  from 
short-term  mission  encounters 
with  Muslims  and,  most  recently, 
from  eight  months  in  Iraq  as  a 

,3ri!5hL<d^greeib  our  response 
to  the  cruaal  missional  chal¬ 
lenge  of  preparing  a  generation 
of  leaders  to  understand  Islam 


World,"  NOBTS  President 
Chuck  Kelley  said. 

The  board  unanimously 
approved  a  plan  to  update  and 


revise  each  graduate  degree 
and  certificate.  Based  on  18- 
months  of  research,  the  faculty 
and  administration  developed 
modest  revisions  designed  to 
better  prepare  students  for 
ministry  in  the  21st  century.  In 
most  cases,  the  changes  result¬ 
ed  in  more  focused  degree 
plans  with  fewer  total  hours 

Trustees  affirmed  revisions  to 
the  standard  M.Div.  degree  dur¬ 
ing  their  December  2010  meet¬ 
ing.  The  goal  of  the  revision  was 
to  strengthen  the  focus  on  bibli¬ 
cal  studies,  disdpleship  strate¬ 
gies,  and  church  revitalization 
and  to  streamline  the  degree  by 
eliminating  or  combining  over¬ 
lapping  courses. 

Since  the  standard  M.Div. 
serves  as  the  basis  for  all  the 
seminary's  specialized  M.Div. 
programs,  the  revisions 
impact  each  specialization  as 
well  as  master  of  arts  degrees 
and  graduate  certificates. 

Provost  Steve  Lemke  said  the 
seminary  is  developing  guide¬ 
lines  to  help  students  make  a 
smooth  transition  when  the 
revisions  take  effect  in  August. 

"Al!  of  our  current  students 
should  be  able  to  graduate  no 
later  than  they  are  currently 
scheduled.  Since  the  new 
degree  has  fewer  hours,  some 
students  who  follow  carefully 
the  advice  of  their  academic 
adviser  may  be  able  to  graduate 
a  semester  earliec"  Lemke  said. 

,  Trustees  approved  a  $20.9 
million  budget  down  slightly 
from  last  year's  $21  million 
budget.  In  spite  of  decreased 
Cooperative  Program  contri¬ 
butions,  trustees  were  able  to 
pass  a  balanced  budget  with 
only  minor  increases  to  stu¬ 
dent  tuition  and  housing  rates. 

Although  six  faculty  mem¬ 
bers  were  elected  by  the 


trustees,  there  was  a  net  cost 
reduction  from  the  previous 
year's  budget,  largely  because 
one  election  represented  a 
move  from  full-  to  part-time 
status.  Four  of  the  faculty 
members  had  been  serving 
full-time  in  some  capacity, 
either  by  presidential  appoint¬ 
ment  or  a  different  trustee- 
elected  status.  Two  filled  criti¬ 
cal  vacant  budgeted  positions 
to  assure  adequate  t..  -tlty  sup¬ 
port  for  all  NOBTS  prob  ams. 

"Even  though  the  lucent 
drop  in  Cooperative  Program 
income  forced  us  to  lay  off  some 
faculty  members,  the  election  of 
these  key  additions  gives  us  die 
faculty  members  we  need  to 
maintain  all  our  current  degrees 
and  specializations  with  excel¬ 
lence,*  Lemke  said. 

Trustees  elected  Damian 
Emetuche  as  assistant  profes¬ 
sor  of  church  planting;  Ian 
Jones,  professor  of  psychology 
and  counseling;  Randall  Stone, 
associate  professor  of 
Christian  education;  Chris 


Dan  Holcomb,  who  joined  die 
NOBTS  faculty  in  1979,  was 
elected  as  senior  professor. 

Emetuche,  Jones,  and  Itimer 
joined  the  faculty  in  October 
2010  as  presidential  appoint¬ 
ments.  Emetuche  serves  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  seminary's  Day  Center 
for  Church  Planting  ana  is  joint¬ 
ly  endorsed  by  the  North 
American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  and  NOBTS.  In  his  role 
as  Nehemiah  Project  church 
planting  professor,  Emetuche 
trains  church  planters  for  min¬ 
istry  in  North  America. 

A  native  of  Nigeria, 
Emetuche  has  served  as  a 
NAMB  church  plante  r  in  Ohio 


and  Washington.  Before  coming 
to  the  United  States,  he  served 
as  a  pastor  in  Nigeria  and  a  mis¬ 
sionary  and  church  planter  in 
Ivory  Coast  He  speaks  English, 
French  and  Igbo. 

Jones  came  to  NOBTS  last 
year  after  serving  on  the  faculty 
of  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Ft 
Worth  from  1997-2010. 
Following  die  deadly  Sept  15, 
1999,  shootings  at  Wedgwood 
Church  in  Fort  Worth,  Jones 
counseled  the  survivors. 
Research  gleaned  from  his  expe¬ 
rience  with  die  tragedy  is  indua 
ed  in  his  book,  me  Counsel  of 
Heaven:  Foundations  for  Biblical 
Christian  Counseling. 

Stone  joins  the  faculty  after  35 
years  of  local  church  ministry, 
most  recently  as  associate  pas¬ 
tor  /minister  of  education  at 
Southdifi  Church  in  Fort  Worth. 
A  Louisiana  native  and  graduate 
of  NOBTS  and  Midwestern 
Seminary,  Stone  has  served  as  an 
adjunct  professor  at 
Southwestern  Seminary,  Liberty 
University  Online,  and  the 
NOBIS  Baton  Rouge  Extension. 

One  of  Stone's  primary 
tasks  will  be  leading  the  semi¬ 
nary's  doctor  of  educational 
ministry  program. 

Turner  is  a  skilled  church 
music  practitioner.  Currently 
servingas  minister  of  music  at 
First  Church  in  Baton  Rouge, 
Turner  has  15  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  in  local  church  music  min¬ 
istry.  Turner  served  as  a  gradu¬ 
ate  assistant  at  Louisiana  State 
University  in  Baton  Rouge 
from  2006-2010  while  complet¬ 
ing  his  doctor  of  musical  arts 
degree.  During  the  2009-10 
school  year,  he  served  as  an 
adjunct  professor  at  NOBTS. 

Wekh  comes  to  NOBTS  three 
years  after  retiring  from  the  fac¬ 
ulty  of  Southwestern  Seminary 


where  he  was  dean  of  the  school 
of  educational  ministries.  Before 
his  17-year  tenure  at 
Southwestern,  Welch  was  a 
career  Navy  officer  and  had 
spent  five  years  as  a  professor 
and  Navy  ROTC  leader  at  die 
University  of  Oklahoma.  Welch 
has  authored  three  books  on 
church  administration  and  con¬ 
tributed  to  five  others. 

In  other  action  trustees  also 
approved: 

•  A  new  graduate  certificate 
in  bivocational  ministry. 

•  Church  leadership  certifi¬ 
cates  at  Franklin  Avenue 
Church  in  New  Orleans  and 
Living  Faith  Christian  Church 
in  Long  Island,  N.Y.  (The  launch 
of  the  New  York  site  is  contin¬ 
gent  on  the  seminary  gaining 
approval  from  die  New  York 
State  Department  of  Education, 
which  has  unusually  stringent 
accreditation  standards.) 

The  board  granted  the  follow¬ 
ing  faculty  rank  promotions: 

•  Scott  Drumm,  from  associ¬ 
ate  professor  to  professor  of  the¬ 
ological  and  historical  studies  in 
Leavell  College. 

•  Lloyd  Harech,  from  associ¬ 
ate  professor  to  professor  of 
church  history. 

•  Preston  Nix,  from  associate 
professor  to  professor  of  evange¬ 
lism  and  evangelistic  preaching. 

•  Craig  Price,  from  associate 
professor  to  professor  of  New 
Testament  ana  Greek. 

•  Bob  Stewart,  from  associate 
professor  to  professor  of  philoso¬ 
phy  and  theology. 

•  Laurie  Watts,  from  associ¬ 
ate  professor  to  professor  of 
educational  technology  in 
Leavell  College. 

Trustees  also  granted  tenure 
to  Dennis  Phelps,  professor  of 
preaching  and  director  of  church 
relations  and  alumni. 


Ob  Hu  a  in 


1.  Charles  "Puddin"  Davis,  age  74,  died  peacefully 
April  7,  in  Jackson.  Bom  to  Robert  Davis  and 
Olive  Flanagan  Davis  in  Pittsboro,  he  grew  up  in 


Grenada  where  he  was  a  star  athlete  and  scholar. 
Elected  Mr.  Grenada  HighSchool  in  1954,  he  let- 
toed  in  every  sports  and  was  selected  to  the  All- 
American  High  School  Football  team.  At 
Mississippi  College,  he  continued  his  education 
and  his  commitment  to  the  ministry  and  to  all  die 
sports  he  loved.  He  graduated  with  special  dis¬ 
tinction  and  was  selected  as  Mr.  Mississippi 
College  his  senior  year  In  I960,  he  was  inducted 
into  the  MC  Sports  Hall  Of  Fame.  He  continued 
his  education  at  Southern  Seminary  in  KY  and 
New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  Davis 
served  as  a  pastor  in  Alabama  and  Louisiana 
before  joining  the  faculty  at  Mississippi  College  in 
1973  in  the  Bible  Department  Survivors  indude 
his  wife,  Nancy,  his  sister  Polly  Davis,  both  of 
Clinton,  his  daughter  Dana  Davis  Morris,  her 
husband,  Jeff  Morris  and  their  three  children, 
Taylor  Brooke  and  Evan  Morris,  all  of  Houston, 
Texas.  A  Charles  "Puddin"  Davis  Scholarship 
Fund  established  a  few  years  ago  continues  to 
issue  awards  to  MC  students  who  excel  in  acade¬ 
mics  and  serve  as  Christian  leaders  on  the  Clinton 
campus.  Donations  can  be  made  to  the  fund  at 
Mississippi  College  Office  of  Advancement  Box 
4005,  Clinton,  Mississippi  39058. 


Harris  Kindle  Counce  Jr.,  80,  died  April  14  at 
Magnolia  Regional  Health  Care  Center. 
Counce  was  a  1950  Graduate  of  Corinth  High 
School.  He  graduated  from  Mississippi 
College  where  he  received  his  Bachelors 
degree  in  1956,  and  attended  New  Orleans 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  He  was  a  veter¬ 
an  of  the  U.S.  Army-  National  Guard  during 
die  Korean  Wat  as  a  Sergeant  and  a  cook. 
Counce  served  in  many  locations  including 
South  Corinth;  Wayside,  Scobe;  Holly; 
Emmanuel,  Grenada;  Iuka;  Colonial, 
Memphis;  First,  Ripley;  Kossuth;  and  Director 
of  Missions  for  Prentiss  Association.  He  start¬ 
ed  a  campground  ministry  at  Mill  Creek  fc 
was  founder  of  Masters  Mount  at  JJ?. 
Col.Ttan  State  Park.  Survivors  indude  his  wife 
of  60  years,  Mary  Ida  Miller  Counce  of 
Corinth;  daughters,  Nancy  Counce  Bailey  of 
Culman,  Ala.,  Netia  Counce  Caviness  of 
Ripley,  Nebra  Counce  King(Ken)  of  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  Nenna  Counce  Stubbs  (Steve)  of 
Ripley,  and  Nandra  Counce  Nabors  of  Ripley; 
two  sons;  Jonathan  Counce(Lisa)  of  Muscat, 
Oman,  and  Phillip  Counce  (Amy)  of  Tupelo; 
one  brother  Dicky  Counce  of  New  Iberia,  La.; 
one  sister.  Sue  Counce  Mullins  of  Corinth; 
grandchildren,  Eric  Bailey,  Jamie  Cahill,  Amy 
VanHom,  Samantha  Bailey,  Betsey  Caviness 


Brown,  Joseph  Caviness,  Katie  Caviness 
Hodges,  Valerie  King  Janecek,  Miranda  King 
McGhee,  Kimberly  King,  Amanda  Stubbs 
Massengill,  Jessica  Stubbs  Williams, 
Stephanie  Stubbs,  Robert  Nabors,  Ben 
Nabors,  Graham  Counce,  Adam  Hilderbrand, 
Leland  Counce,  Luke  Counce,  and  Emma 
Counce,  twenty-five  great  grandchildren  and 
many  nieces  and  nephews.  He  was  preceded 
in  death  by  his  parents  Harris  Kindle  Counce, 
Sr.  and  Ernestine  Leora  Stricklin  Counce. 


Billy  Joe  Payne,  63,  died  April  8.  He  was  bom 
April  11,  1947,  in  Bryson  City,  North  Carolina. 
He  attended  Tennessee  Temple  Bible  College 
and  graduated  from  Baptist  Bible  College  in 
Springfield,  Missouri.  He  was  pastor  at  Jones 
Chapel  Church,  Nettieton,  for  the  past  17  years. 
Sendees  were  April  10  at  Jones  Chapel  Church. 
Survivors  include  his  wife  of  41  years,  Judy 
Payne,  Nettieton;  one  daughter;  Michelle  Payne 
Lewis  film),  Fulton;  four  sisters,  Gladys  Bryant 
of  Michigan,  Millie  Myers  of  Michigan,  Lois  Orr 
of  Norm  Carolina,  and  Ruth  Ash  of  North 
Carolina;  his  mother-in-law,  Louise  Wood, 
Nettieton;  and  several  nieces  and  nephews.  He 
was  preceded  in  death  by  his  parents;  a  brother, 
Dempsey  Payne;  his  stepmother  Estelene  Payne; 
and  his  father-in-law,  Benjamin  E.  Wood. 


1  8.  He  was  bom 
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•  The  Baptist  Record 
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host  the  Dixie  Echoes 
Quartet  May  29,  6  psn.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  fellowship  meal. 
A  love  offering  will  be 
received.  John  Boler,  pastor. 


1.  Ackerman  Church, 

Ackerman,  recognizes  its 
Bible  drillers.  Shown,  photo 
1,  are  Hayes  Wood,  Halea 
Wood,  Chloe  Jenkins,  and 
Rylee  Bowman.  Photo  2, 
state  drillers  Michelle 
Parker;  Hayes  Woods,  and 
Halea  Wood. 


2.  Freeney  Church,  Freeny, 
recognizes  all  its  Bible 
Buddies,  children  and  stu¬ 
dent  Bible  Drill  partici¬ 
pants. 

3.  Newhebron  Church, 
Newhebron,  held  Bible  Drills 
on  March  31.  Shown  are  par¬ 
ticipants  and  their  leaders; 
Glenda  Westmoreland,  Jack 
Chavis,  Eli  Riley,  Alana 
Lambeit,  Hayden  Groover, 
and  Renee  McCooL 


phone  at  (800)  965-9324. 

3.  Southside  Church,  Aberdeen, 


Still  Blessed  May  22.  A  cov¬ 
ered  dish  luncheon  will  be 
held  immediately  following 
the  morning  worship  service 
which  starts  at  10.30  am  with 
singing  starting  at  130  pm. 


4.  Branch  Church,  Morton, 
held  Bible  Drill  on  March 
27.  Participants  included 
(from  left)  Zachary  Irby, 
Michael  Ray  Latham,  and 
Hunter  Ragan.  All  three 
advanced  to  the  Scott 
Association  Bible  Drill. 

5.  Trinity  Church,  Fulton, 
recognizes  its  Bible 
drillers.  Shown  are  Justin 
Bar  ns  and  Hannah  Parker. 

6.  Calvary  Church,  Bocue 
Chitto,  recognizes  its  Bible 
drillers.  Shown  are 
Georganna  Allen,  Karly 
Leake,  and  Carrie  Pyeatt. 

7.  Pint  Church,  Greenville, 
recognizes  its  Bible 
drillers.  Shown,  front,  are 


Dawson 


Union  Seminary  Church, 
Laurel,  recognizes  its  Bible 
drillers.  Shown  are  Bailey 
Hill,  Land  on  Elkins,  and 
Brennen  Green.  Sue  Carol 
Green,  leader. 


. , - 1 -  muniMuer  nomecomine 

Steve  *-m-  -  noon,  with  music  bj 

jSuTu foU°wed  by  fellowship  mea 
and  The  Master^  Quartet,  1:30  p.m. 

2  m/v  ^  Smith  County  Association:  Revival 

service;  Jii%uSj,8?^rfollOWed  *  ™  “d 

3  SSS  Homecoming,  May  1 


7.  First  Church,  Greenville 


Ik! 

J 

held  a  celebration  MaixhzO 
in  honor  of  minister  of 
music,  Robert  Wiliams,  on 
his  25th  anniversary. 
Wiliams  was  presented 
with  the  love  offering  and  a 
plaque  of  appreciation  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  luncheon. 
Shown  are  Williams,  Sharon 
Williams,  and  Curtis  Ferrell. 

5.  First  Church,  Gantlet  pre¬ 
sented  a  dinner  theater  Apt  2 
and  3,  The  Day  He  Wore  My 
Crown,  with  over  175  people 

9.  Enon  Church,  Panola  County  Association 

P 

Church,  GaoUer 

attending  each  night.  Shown 
the  participants. 

a 

• 

6.  The  children's  choir  of 

KJV  still  ranking  high  with  America's  Bible  readers 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  always  been  integral  to  the  of  me 
Four  hundred  years  after  it  spread  of  Christianity/  said  factor 

debuted  as  the  first  widely  Scott  LI _ Z,  II _ _  _ 

distributed  Bible  for  the  LifeWay  Research.  "It  is  hard  to  years 
English-speaking  world,  the  overstate  the  influence  of  the  haves 

King  James  Version  (KJV)  of  KJV  not  just  on  _ Z 

the  Bible  still  holds  a  place  of  idioms,  but  because'it  brought  35  years 
distinction  among  Americans,  the  Word  of  God  to  English- 
according  to  a  new  survey  by  speaking  peoples  iri  the  first 
LifeWay  Research.  widely  a vaitaSe  format."  have  leS 

The  poll,  conducted  to  mark  —  .  .  _  .  - 

the  4O0th  anniversary  of  the 
King  James  Version,  found  that 
more  than  half  of  all  American 
adults  (62%)  own  a  KJV  Bible. 

Among  those  who  read  the 


s  been  integral  to  the  of  men.  Age  is  also  a  significant 
i  of  Christianity,"  said  factor  related  to  KJV  ownership. 
McConneU,  director  of  While  76%  of  Americans  55 

- 1  and  older  who  own  a  Bible 

-  - a  KJV,  67%  of  those  ages  35- 

ige  and  54  own  a  copy.  For  those  under 
i  old,  the  percentage 
owning  a  copy  drops  to  56%. 

Younger  Americans  also 
have-  less  experience  reading 
the  KJV.  Thirty-five  percent  of 
those  under  35  have  never 
read  a  KJV.  Twenty-nine  per- 

........ —  .  - - cent  of  Arose  between  35-54 

Americans  respond  positively  have  never  read  a  KJV  along 
to:  "I  have  found  the  language  with  19%  of  those  55  and  older, 
to  be  beautiful'  (31%)  and  T  However;  the  lower  reader- 
have  found  the  language  to  be  ship  among  young  Americans 
easy  to  remember"  (23%).  does  not  seem  to  indicate  that 

The  experience  of  some  is  lete  they  have  more  difficulty  under- 


of  those  different  things.' 


l:  Brian  Bullock,  TyVertown, 

J  Tt _  >  M  *  a.  • 


recently  named  Mr.  and 
Miss  William  Carey 
University,  2011. 

2.  Andrew  Harper,  William 
Carey  University,  will  be 
leading  Mississippi 
Baptist  college  students 
on  missions  and  in  min- 

Sistry  in  the  coming  year. 
Harper;  who  will  serve 
as  WCU's  Baptist 
Student  Union  president 
for  the  2001  through  2012 
school  year,  was  recently 
elected  statewide  presi¬ 
dent  of  tfve  Mississippi 
Baptist  Student  Union. 

3.  Thirteen  students  from 

William  Carey 

IT-1 _ ^ 


2.  Calvary  Church,  Bogue  Chitto,  has  called  Hal  Hatten  as 
pastor  He  comes  fom  Cuba  Church,  Cuba,  Ala.  Shown 
are  Hatten  and  his  wife,  Pam. 

3.  Mike  Willoughby  has  announced  his  retirement.  A 
native  of  Clinton,  he  received  his  Bachelor  of  Science 

from  ^ Mississippi  College  in  Clinton,  and  his 
Master  of  Divinity  from  toe  New  Orleans  Seminary. 
For  toe  past  43  years,  Mike  has  served  as  Sr.  Paster  at 
churches  to  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  Virginia,  arid 
Alabama.  Willoughby  is  available  for  supply  and 
HkeiT0n  wUi,be  heId  111  his  honor  at  toe 


Osteopathic  Medicine's 
(WCUCOM)  Student 

Osteopathic - Medical 

Association  (SOMA)  par¬ 
ticipated  in  DO  Day  on 
Capitol  Hill,  which  was 
hew  in  conjunction  with 


Convention  in 

Washington,  D.C  April  7 

-  10.  The  students,  along 
with  Ed  Williams, 
Executive  Director  of 
Mississippi  Osteopathic 
Medical  Association,  had 
the  opportunity  to  talk 
with  members  of 
Congress  on  various 
healthcare  issues  and  par¬ 
ticipate  in  workshops. 


2.  The  Hattens 


April  28,  2011 
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huson  is  available  for 

Dufoit  sin 

tral  Miss 

iasippi  area.  Call  (662) 

§71-4998< 

Bible  marks  reveal  spirit  of  slain  Georgia  policeman 

*Tt-icMC  rim  mm re.  -  .  ..  .  O  1 


ATHENS,  Ga.  (BP)  —  It's  a 
practice  pastor  Randy  Crowe  of 
Hull  Church  does- 
n't  like,  but  it  often 
gives  him  comfort 
Whenever 
asked  to  give  the 
eulogy  at  a  funer¬ 
al  Crowe  asks  to 
see  the  Bible 
belonging  to  the 
deceased.  Pages 
with  scribbles, 
highlights,  and 
doe-ears  often 
tell  him  about 
that  individual's 
relationship  with 
Christ.  It's  a 
strong  sign  that 
person  under¬ 
stood  and  lived  to  carry  out 
God's  grace. 

So  it  was  that  Crowe  car¬ 
ried  the  burgundy  Thompson 
Chain  Reference  Bible  belong¬ 
ing  to  slain  senior  police  offi¬ 
cer  Buddy  Christian  to  a  podi-  p, 
urn  in  Athens,  Ga.,  as  nearly  fe 
4500  looked  on  March  27.  ‘ 


Christian 


Christian,  a  deacon,  Sunday 
School  teacher,  and  AWANA 
leader  at  Hull 
Church,  was  shot 
twice  the  previous 
Tuesday  in  re¬ 
sponding  as  back¬ 
up  to  a  call.  The 
suspect,  33-year* 
oL’  Jamie  Hood, 
eluded  a  manhunt 
for  several  days 
before  giving 
himself  up  to 
authorities  on  live 
television  that 
Friday  night. 

Another  officer 
shot  by  Hood  is 
expected  to  recover. 
"1  could 


«...  -  . - »ee  in 

Buddy's  Bible  where  he  had 
underlined  verses  and 
marked  pages/  said  Crowe, 
who  has  led  Hull  Church  18 
years.  "There  were  study  clip¬ 
pings  and  notes  where  he  pre- 
ared  his  Sunday  School 
essons.  If  a  person  didn't 
know  Buddy  Christian,  they 


could  open  his  Bible  and 
know  he  was  dedicated.  It 
was  important  to  him." 

Written  on  the  inside  cover 
is  a  message  from  Christian's 
wife  Melissa: 

To  my  husband.  I  love  you  so 
much.  Merry  Christmas,  1997 

Buddy  Christian  began 
attending  Hull  Church  as  a  teen 
and  grew  into  a  youth  leader.  A 
card  from  1990  committing  to 
pray  for  his  youth  group 
remained  in  his  Bible.  "He  was 
very  active,"  Crowe  said,  "and 
the  kind  of  young  man  with  lead¬ 
ership  you  could  see,  even  at  that 
age.  Others  looked  up  to  him." 

Crowe  said  Christian  had 
been  with  the  Athens  Police 
Department  for  about  eight 
years  and  had  kept  Bibles  in 
his  police  cruiser  and  locker 
at  work.  In  an  occupation  rife 
with  danger,  a  favorite  pas¬ 
sage  was  Ephesians  6:10-20, 
where  believers  are  told  to 
put  on  the  full  armor  of  God. 


"He  wasn't  afraid  to  share 
his  faith,"  Crowe  said.  "He 
would  speak  to  anyone  about  it 
He  didn’t  ever  want  to  give  up 
on  people.  In  his  view  &  peo¬ 
ple  he  arrested  just  needed 
someone  to  care  [about  them)/ 
In  addition  to  other  duties  at 
Hull  Church,  Christian  operat¬ 
ed  the  sound  system  and 
church  sign.  The  Wednesday 
before  he  died,  he  came  by  on 
an  off  day  to  install  a  wireless 
modem  to  the  front  sign. 

"He  did  that  sort  of  thing  a 
lot"  church  secretary  Lorra 
McGough  said.  "He  was  a  far¬ 
rier  ana  would  shoe  horses  for 
people.  His  wife  has  a  passion 
tor  horses  and  so  he'd  do  that 
for  her  and  friends.  He  was  a 
very  well-rounded  person." 

A  note  in  Christian's  Bible 
contains  a  definition  of 
courage:  Standing  up  for 
what  we  know  is  right. 

"His  role  was  to  help  people. 
It's  why  he  became  an  officer/ 
Crowe,  pastor  to  six  officers  at 
Hull  Church,  said.  "Buddy  felt 


God  put  him  in  a  position  to 
'lelp  where  others  couldn't.” 

A  brief  break  from  police 
work  to  another  county  gov¬ 
ernment  department  only 
solidified  Christian's  calling. 
Back  on  the  force,  he  took  a 
part-time  job  in  security  at 
Georgia  Square  Mall  to  better 
provide  for  Melissa  and  their 
children,  Callie,  age  five,  and 
Wyatt,  age  two.  While  on 
duty  he' a  gravitate  to  a  chil¬ 
dren's  store  and  read  to  the 
kids,  explaining  what  officers 
did  and  that  the  children  did¬ 
n't  need  to  be  afraid. 

"He'd  teach  the  same  thing  to 
the  kids  at  church,"  Crowe  scud. 

Flipping  through 

Christian's  Bible,  the  pastor 
noted  one  passage,  Colossians 
15:  "For  the  hope  which  is  laid 
up  for  you  in  heaven,  whereof 
ye  heard  before  in  the  word  of 
the  truth  of  the  Gospel." 

It  was  the  only  passage 
Crowe  noticed  underlined  in 
red.  One  word  is  scribbled  in 
the  margin:  Groce. 


Senate  turns  back  effort  to  drop  Planned  Parenthood  funding 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  __  m#nt  will  0*11#  akruit  CIO  KJUyvn  S..—  _ _ 1  L|}_L»-  .t  —■  _ _ 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
The  U5.  Senate  rejected  April 
14  the  last  effort  to  defund  the 
country's  leading  abortion 
provider  for  what  remains  of 
the  2011  budget  year. 

On  the  same  day  the  US. 
House  of  Representatives  again 


Iption  to  bar  federal  i 
the  PI 


■bon  to  bar  federal  money  for 
me  Planned  Parenthood 
Federation  of  America  and  its 
affiKates  during  the  remainder 
of  the  fiscal  year,  which  doses 
Sept.  30.  FoBowirg  the  same 
pattern,  the  Senate  defeated  in  a 
53-47  roll  caD  an  effort  to  elimi¬ 
nate  funds  for  last  year's  heakh- 
care  reform  law,  which  autho¬ 
rizes  federal  subsidies  for  insur¬ 
ance  plans  that  cover  abortion. 

Both  chambers  passed  the 
overall  budget  agreement, 
which  will  go  into  effect  with¬ 
out  the  funding  bans  as  a  result 
of  toe  Senate  votes.  The  agree- 


CD  or  IRA 
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Leafa  about  a  safe 
investment  that  beats  low 
hank  rates  &  avoid  probate 


Ask  us  about  7°.. 
Guaranteed  Income 
Growth  Rider 


O'Mire  Financial 
1-800-844-3254 

40*  B  Orchard  Park  Dr. 
Ridgeland,  MS  39157 


ment  will  cut  about  $38  billion 
from  last  year's  spending  level. 

It  was  no  surprise  that  toe  pro¬ 
posals  to  defund  Planned 
Parenthood  and  the  health-care 
law  failed  in  a  Senate  controlled 
by  Democrats  and  abortion- 
nghts  supporters.  Five 
Republicans  joined  the  53-mem¬ 
ber  Democratic  caucus  in  turning 
back  die  Scna^  resolution  to 
defund  Ptarawdftarenihood.  The 
53-47  vote  against  tie  proposal  to 
rescind  funds  for  the  health-care 
law  was  along  party  lines. 

The  House  voted  241-185  to 
eliminate  money  for  Planned 
Parenthood,  with  10  Democrats 


ity.  Seven  GOP  members 
opposed  the  measure.  The  pro¬ 
posal  to  defund  die  health-care 
law  was  240-185.  Three 
Democrats  voted  with  237 
Republicans  for  the  resolution. 
No  GOP  members  opposed  it 

The  votes  for  the  overall  bud¬ 
get  legislation  were  81-19  in  die 
Senate  and  260-167  in  the  House. 

The  approved  budget  indudes 
a  pro-lire  funding  victory  and 
some  cuts  to  grants  to  abortion- 
rights  advocates.  It  restores  a  ban 
on  funds  for  elective  abortions  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  It  also 
cuts  $15  million  for  the  United 
Nations  Population  Fund  from  its 
appropriation  of  $55  mflfioh  in 
2ul0  and  $73  million  in  interna¬ 
tional  family  planning  funds 
from  $648  million  last  year. 

Pro-life  leaders  expressed  dis¬ 
appointment  in  the  failure  to 
defend  Planned  Parenthood, 
which  reported  more  than 
332^)00  abortions  in  2009,  and  the 
health-care  law,  which  critics 
have  dubbed  Obamacare. 

"Sadly,  the  Senate  rejection 
of  the  (refunding  of  Planned 
Parenthood  and  of 
Obamacare  means  that  these 


two  moral  blights  on  the 
American  governmental  land¬ 
scape  survived  for  a  little 
longer,"  said  Richard  Land, 
president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Ethics  it  Religious 
Liberty  Commission  (EKLC) 
in  Nashville. 

Tony  Perkins,  president  of 
Family  Research  Council,  said, 
"Unfortunately,  it  is  dear  that 
the  pro-abortion  majority  in 
the  Senate  continues  to  show 
they  are  more  loyal  to  Planned 
Parenthood  than  they  are  to 
protecting  taxpayers  from 
paying  for  big-abortion." 

Banns  is  not  •dated  to  the 
editor  of  The  Baptist  Recovd, 
William  H  Perkins  Jr. 

Land  said  Americans  who 
consider  funding  Planned 
Parenthood  and  Obamacare  to 
be  "morally  reprehensible" 
should  be  encouraged  that  37 
Senate  seats  are  up  for  election 
in  2012,  only  two  years  after 
sweeping  the  more  pro-life 
GOP  into  the  House  majority. 

"In  our  system  of  govern¬ 
ment,  the  House  of 
Representatives  is  most  sensi¬ 
tive  to  the  mood  of  the  people, 
since  the  entire  House  is  elected 
every  two  years,"  he  said.  "The 
presidency  is  the  second  most 
responsive,  since  the  president 
Selected  every  four  years.  And 
the  Senate  is  purposely  the 
most  difficult  to  change  with 
only  a  third  of  that  body  being 
elected  every  two  years. 

"The  overwhelming  nature  of 
die  House  vote  against  die  fund¬ 
ing  of  Planned  Parenthood  and 
Obamacare  as  a  result  of  the  2010 
election  should  encourage  oppo¬ 
nents  of  supporting  these  pro¬ 
grams  that  toe  Senate  and  the 
White  House  will  be  more  reflec¬ 
tive  of  die  House  vote  after  the 
2012  election,"  Land  said. 


The  ERLC  and  others 
oppose  die  health-care  law  not 
only  because  it  allows  subsi¬ 
dies  for  insurance  plans  that 
cover  abortion  but  also  because 
it  mandates  Americans  pur¬ 
chase  health  insurance,  will 
produce  greater  government 
involvement  in  medical  care 
and  likely  will  increase  both 
taxes  and  die  federal  deficit. 

Land  described  the  budget 
cut  in  the  overall  measure  as  "an 


auential  it  is  when  compared  I 
the  national  debt,  which  is  more 


than  $144  trillion. 

"This  resolution  will  save 
about  $315  billion  of  government 
money  that  will  not  be  spent 
over  me  next  10  years/'  he  said. 
"Given  the  astronomical  size  of 
our  financial  predicament, 
because  the  federal  government 
under  both  Democratic  and 
Republican  leadership  has  been 
spending  money  that  it  doesn't 
have  for  a  generation,  these 
numbers  are  a  truly  tiny  baby 
step  in  the  right  direction  of 
reducing  federal  expenditures. 

"However,  as  small  as  the 
numbers  are,  it's  the  largest 
reduction  in  federal  spending 
in  a  generation  and,  at  least, 
it's  a  step,  however  small,  in 
the  right  direction  rather  than 
in  the  wrong  direction. 

"Senator  John  McCain  has 
often  said  that  to  accuse  our 

a"°drunken  Mflwm  weekend 
leave  is  an  insult  to  his  inebriated 
shipmates  because  at  least  when 
they  run  out  of  money  they  quit 
spending,"  Land  said.  "Our 
Congress  is  currently  borrowing 
41  cents  of  every  dollar  it  spends. 
It  is  engaging  in  generational 
theft  from  our  children  and 
grandchildren,  and  it  must  stop." 


Describing  the  resolution  to 
defund  her  organization  as  an 
"extreme  proposal"  Planned 
Parenthood  President  Cecile 
Richard  said  all  the  "political 
maneuvering  accomplished 
was  to  show  that  the  House 
leadership  is  willing  to  sacri¬ 
fice  women's  health  to  advance 
a  narrow  ideological  agenda." 

Planned  Parenthood  and  its 
affiliates  received  $363.2  mil¬ 
lion  in  government  grants  and 
contracts  during  the  2008-09 
fiscal  year,  the  most  recent 
year  for  which  statistics  are 
available.  Some  of  that  total 
came  from  state  and  local  gov¬ 
ernments.  It  recently  issued 
new  rules  requiring  at  least 
one  clinic  per  affiliate  to  per¬ 
form  abortions.  Although  fed¬ 
eral  funds  do  not  go  directly 
to  abortions,  pro-life  advo¬ 
cates  contend  federal  money 
frees  up  other  contributions  to 
Planned  Parenthood  for  the 
promotion  and  performance 
of  abortions. 

The  fight  over  funding  for 
Planned  Parenthood  followed 
undercover  investigations  in 
recent  years  by  the  pro-life  orga¬ 
nization  Live  Action  that  have 
shown  Planned  Parenthood 
employees  demonstrating  a  will¬ 
ingness  to  assist  sex  traffickers  of 
irunor  girls,  to  cover  up  sexual 
abuse  of  underage  females  and  to 
receive  donations  designated  for 
abortions  of  African-American 
babies.  Another  clandestine  effort 
showed  clinic  personnel  provid¬ 
ing  erroneous  information  about 
fetal  development 

From  1996  to  2009,  a  mea¬ 
sure  known  as  the  Doman 
Amendment  barred  federal 
and  congressionally  approved 
local  funds  for  the  District  of 


Columbia  from  paying 
elective  abortions. 


for 
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This  year  s  BCV  Annual  Offering  goal  is  $400  000.00. 
Please  help  us  reach  our  goal. 

To  order  materials  to  help  promote  this  offering  please  ca 
601 .922-2242  or  email  bcv@baptistchildrensvillage.com.' 
You  can  mail  your  gifts  to: 


The  Baptist  Children  s  Village 
P.O.  Box  27  •.  Clinton  MS  39060-0027 
601-922-2242  (phone)  •  601-952-2906  (fax) 
www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 


from  where  into  the  land  of  milk  and  honey. 

All  of  this  was  made  possible 
after  the  death  of  Moses.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  Joshua  was  fol¬ 
lowing  a  legend,  but  with 
God's  blessing  on  your  life,  you 
can  have  unparalleled  favor 
too.  If  that's  not  enough,  think 
about  this:  Moses  never  entered 
the  promised  land  and  Joshua 
.  ,  . .  ...  did.  When  faced  with  an  over- 

about  Joshua  whelming  task,  we  must  focus 
on  the  fact  that  God  is  with  us. 


too.  When  the  noise  of  this 
world  becomes  too  much  to 
handle;  listen  up,  God  wants 
to  talk  to  you. 


I  they  are  to  where 
God  wants  them  to 
be."  When  we  have 
that  type  of  desire, 
we  can  begin  to  face 
and  overcome  our 
fears  as  well  as  be  the 
kind  of  leader  that 
God  can  use  in 
Kay  mighty  ways.  We 
read  ul — ; 

this  week  and  the  lessons  we 
can  all  heed. 

uncertainties?  A  character! za-  Step  Upl  Everv  eood” leader  knows 

hon  of  a  good  leader  I  have  always  felt  that  how  to^isten  and  Joshua  was 

*  “  a.  - ner  ability  to  Joshua  1:1  is  one  of  the  most  no  exception.  We  must  take 

re!olYc  “"portent  verees  in  the  bible.  It  note  however,  in  these  verses 

udy  lets  us  know  that  a  new  day  has  he  was  listening  to  what  God 
tten-  come.  Moses  has  died  and  a  had  to  say  and  not  people 
der-  new  leader  emerges.  That  Often  times  those  that  are 

pin-  leader  was  Joshua.  Joshua  leaders  in  the  church  become 

you  showed  great  patience  and  so  consumed  with  the  chatter 

to  faith  through  the  whole  wilder-  of  the  members,  the  voice  of 

le.  ness  experience.  Don't  forget  he  the  Lord  becomes  hard  to 

rie  was  one  of  the  two  men  that  hear.  God  commands  Joshua  fresh  in 

is  believed  they  could  posses  the  to  listen  up  and  be  coura-  C_ 

>d  promised  land  many  years  geous  in  the  face  of  fear.  He  Gnosiophobia, 

se  before.  He  did  not  let  fear  hin-  challenged  Joshua  not  to  knowledge! 

is  der  his  faith.  He  was  now  tremble  or  become  discour-  - 

ir-  rewarded  by  God  as  die  one  to  aged.  Those  same  words  are  McKay  is  pas, 
Loving  step  up  and  lead  His  people  appropriate  for  you  and  me  Church,  Harperv 


Overcome  Your  Fears 

Joshua  1:1-11, 16-18 

_  unresolved,  they  will 

_  affect  you  and  those 

ed  same  research  on  around  you  and  could 
fears  ^recertify  The  prevent  us  from  being 


information  that  I  learned  was  all  God  desires  for  us  to  \ 
not  what  I  expected.  Few  exam-  be.  Now  think  about 
pie,  did  you  know  there  are  oyer  this  question:  what  would 
500  documented  tears  or  pho-  happen  if  leaders  continually 
bias  recognized  by  psycholo-  caved  into  their  fears  ai  ' 
gists?  Obviously  if  it  exists,  uncertainties?  A  characte 

someone  out  there  is  afraid  of  it  I _ ,  „ 

Included  on  this  inventory  of  largely  on  his  or 
fears  are  die  common  ones  such  f  *  “ 
as  fear  of  spiders,  height  and  and  confidence, 
public  speaking.  Other  fears  that  this  month  turns 
might  surprise  you  include  the  tion  to  the  subjec 
fear  of  dust  gravity,  chop  sticks,  ship.  More  specifi 
and  telephones.  There  is  even  a  tual  leadership, 
condition  called  photophobia;  know  that  someoi 
the  fear  of  phobias.  One  final  you  for  leadershit 
fear  worth  noting  that  is  listed  Everyone  is  a  leac 
may  explain  a  condition  that  has  degree.  The  qi 
afflicted  many  Baptists.  It  is  whether  or  not  you 
called  homilophobia;  the  fear  of  leader  or  one  that 
sermons.  some  help.  Henry  Blackaby 

No  matter  how  common  or  well  known  for  defining  spi 
unusual  your  fears  are,  if  left  itual  leadership  | 


mg  a  walk,  in  verse  16  we  see 
an  awesome  display  of  God's 
people  following  God's  man 
m  obedience.  One  proof  of 
effective  leadership  is  the 
response  of  the  followers.  On 
the  other  hand,  Joshua  had  to 
obey  God  and  trust  Him 
before  God  allowed  him  to 
lead.  Great  spiritual  leaders 
inspire  others  to  pursue  God 
ana  equip  others  to  do  the 
same.  Joshua  genuinely  loved 
these  people  and  his  fife  was 
spent  attempting  to  show 
them  a  better  life  with  God. 
With  these  reminders  now 
our  minds,  I  hope 
that  you  will  not  be  guilty  of 
*'  the  fear  of 


Explore  the  Bible 

Expressing  the  Truth 

Coloss  ians  1:21-2:7 


first  proclaim  Him  Laodice: 

^but  that  is  not  where  was  on! 
it  ends!  We  are  to  con-  Colosse 
tinue  to  admonish  were  f 
and  teach  believers  with  the 
with  wisdom-  in  to.  The 
other  words — disci-  "truth" 
pie  them.  False  teach-  desired 
mg  and  paganism  would  | 
was  widespread  in  to  grow 
race  the  area  or  Colosse  have  a 
drawing  many  believ-  ing  of  ( 
ers  away  from  truth.  Paul  sures  ol 


As  a  too- tall,  awkward  teen,  they  spoke  of  the  things 
my  desire  was  to  be  a  part  of  you  nave  now  been 
the  "in-group"  who  seemed  to  told."  (NIV)  The  < 
know  everything... how  to  prophecies  were  for  us 

dress,  how  to  talk,  where  to  so  we  could  see  God's  plan  m _ _ _ I. _ _ 

hut  I  felt  like  an  outsider  from  the  beginning.  We  who  pleaded  that  each  believer  edi 
who  didn't  belong.  It  seemed  have  Christ  as  Lord  are  the  -  •  ■  ■  h  ‘  J 

that  everyone  else  got  the  ones  the  "mystery"  of  the  ages 
°‘  how  to  be  cool  but  (which  had  been  hinted  at, 
me!  That  is  one  reason  I  love  talked  about,  and  longed  for) 
our  lesson  today.  Paul  states  in  had  been  made  dear.  It  has 
verse  21  that  once  we  were  been  revealed  through  the 
alienated  but- now  reconciled  Word.  Our  reconciliation  has 
and  that  means  believers  are  a  made  us  holy  in  His  sight!  So, 
part  of  a  very  special  *  ‘  . 

group... we  are  those  in  the 


must  hold  on  to  and  ontinue  2:3)  Paul,  in  prison,  had  die  and  young.  It  is  no 
to  teach  the  truth  to  everyone,  heart  and  desire  but  the  "get  folks  saved!"  v 
Have  we  done  a  good  job  in  Colossians  had  the  opportu-  vently  disdple  th 
this?  Often,  we  tell  someone  nity.  Did  they  follow  Word.  Truth,  no  i 
about  salvation  and  when  he  through?  I  don't  know  but  unpopular;  must  h 

or  she  accepts,  we  rejoice  but  the  last  time  we  hear  of  the  if  we  are  to  present 

then  leave  him  or  her  alone  to  Laodicean  church  is  in  mature  believers.  V 

^  discover  how  to  live  as  victo-  Revelation  3: 14-18.  Perhaps  disdpling?  Who  an 

now  that  we  are  a  part  of  this  rious  Christians.  We  need  to  no  one  went.. .perhaps  they  ing  and  warning?  1 
group  what  are  we  going  to  invest  our  lives  into  their  lives  did,  but  somehow  truth  was  call.  Don't  be  safisfi 
ao  about  it?  making  sure  they  build  a  firm  not  established  in  this  body  status  quo.  Let  die 

Paul  encouraged  the  believ-  foundation  in  Christ;  a  foun-  of  believers.  the  church  in  1 

ers  to  accept  the  responsibility  dation  of  the  truth  of  the  word  Some  might  think  that  warning,  as  well, 
of  shari/ig  this  knowledge  with  of  God.  Why?  Paul  says,  so  could  never  happen  now,  but  been  given  the  tn 
others.  Even  as  this  is  said,  everyone  can  be  presented  as  within  some  churches  doc-  very  special  myster 
some  will  think,  "Oh,  another  mature  [perfect  NIV]  in  trines  are  being  taught  that  keep  it  to  ourselves! 
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stymied 


HANOI,  Vietnam  (BP)  — 
Authorities  in  Hanoi  prevent¬ 
ed  much-anticipated  Easter- 
themed  celebrations  of  the 
Centennial  of  Protestantism  in 
Vietnam  featuring  Luis  Palau 
on  April  15-16,  Compass 
Direct  News  reported  April  18. 

In  Ho  Chi  Mirth  City  die 
previous  weekend,  howe-  ”er, 
similar  celebrations  featuring 
Palau  —  the  first  preaching 
appearance  by  a  U.S.-based 
evangelist  at  a  major  event 
since  the  1975  communist  vic¬ 
tory  in  Vietnam  —  received 
last-minute  approval  and  went 
ahead,  with  an  estimated  1,800 
decisions  for  Christ  in  response 
to  the  evangelist's  messages. 

In  Hanoi,  the  celebrations 
were  thwarted  although  orga¬ 
nizers  had  received  a  verbal 
promise  that  they  could  pro¬ 
ceed.  An  interchurch  organiz¬ 
ing  committee  for  the  planned 
celebrations  with  Pafau  had 
submitted  a  request  for  per¬ 
mission  well  in  advance  and 
had  made  elaborate  prepara¬ 
tions,  Compass  reported. 


The  organizers  said  they 
were  disappointed  but  not 
entirely  surprised  by  the  com¬ 
munist  government's  action. 
"The  authorities  have  dearly 
demonstrated  to  the  world  what 
we  experience  regularly  —  that 
their  promises,  whether  verbal 
or  written,  cannot  be  trusted," 
one  church  leader  who  request¬ 
ed  anonymity  told  Compass. 

Asked  to  speculate  on  the  rea¬ 
sons  for  the  government's  ulti¬ 
mate  refusal  another  key  church 
leader  said,  "I  don't  know  why, 
but  it  almost  seems  as  if  the  gov¬ 
ernment  is  deliberately  damag¬ 
ing  its  own  reputation/’ 

Shortly  after  1  p  jn.  on  April 
15  after  long  negotiations, 
authorities  gave  verbal  assent 
for  the  celebrations  to  proceed, 
promising  the  required  written 
permission  would  be  issued 
imminently.  The  govemment- 


Oiganizers  had 
requested  a  venue  with 
considerably  larger 
capacity.  Compass 
reported.  After  receiving 
the  verbal  promise,  orga¬ 
nizers  said  they  went 
directly  to  the  sports 
complex  hoping  to  begin 
preparing  the  sound  and 
lighting  systems.  They 
were  not  given  acoess. 

When  no  written  per¬ 
mission  was  forthcom¬ 
ing  by  die  scheduled 
start  at  7  p.m,  organiz¬ 
ers  said  they  were  forced 
to  turn  away  many  hun¬ 
dreds  of  people  arriving 
from  the  provinces  by 
chartered  buses.  They 
said  they  urged  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  return  none  qvbet- 


and  field  stadium  that  report¬ 
edly  holds  3,100  people  in 
Hanoi's  lb  Liem  district 


next  evening.  fish.  Communist  officials  in  the  Asian  nation  have  recently  given  conflict- 

the^S%3  **  °"  allowing  Christian  gatherings.  (BP  photo) 

tne  orga*  .izing  commit-  ■  -  —  — 

tee  neee  ved  written  permis-  tickets  / invitations  that  had  Evangelical  Church  of  Vietnam 
won  from  the  Hanoi  People's  been  widely  distributed  by  both  the  northern  and  southern 
Committee  to  hold  what  was  to  organizers  but  would  distribute  entities,  to  include  Palau  in 

hatro  Kuan  tUn  - _ I  _  1  -  •  - 


the  e\  on.  April  16.  They  The  organizers  sensed  trou-  tions  in  Danang,  Hanoi  and  Ho 
said  they  immediately  posted  ble.  Paced  with  such  mwem-  rbi  Minh  ritv  hmiUnn  u.. 


said  they  immediately  posted 
die  document  on  Vietnam's 
most  popular  Christian  web¬ 
site  v  wwhoithanh.com. 


security  and  city  authorities 
quie'Jy  overrode  the  reluctant 
percussion  granted  by 
Vietnam's  religion  bureaucracy. 
Organizers  told  Compass  that 
evt  t  with  die  official  letter  from 
the  People's  Committee,  several 
hurdles  had  remained.  They 
still  needed  to  secure  a  contract 
from  the  sports  complex  on 
Saturday  morning  for  use  of  the 
facilities  and  they  had  yet  to 
request  the  Committee  for 
Religious  Affairs  for  permission 
for  Palau  to  speak. 

1  Early  on  Saturday,  pastor 
Nguyen  Huu  Mac,  president  of 
the  registered  Evangelical 
Church  of  Vietnam  (North),  or 
ECVN(N),  who  had  signed  the 
request,  went  with  colleagues 
from  unregistered  house 
churches  to  the  sports  complex 
to  pursue  the  contract.  When 
they  were  told  that  Saturday 
was  not  a  work  day,  they  went 
to  tiie  lb  Liem  district  office. 

There  they  were  stalled  for 
several  more  hours  by  fruitless 
discussion.  District  officials  even¬ 
tually  told  them  that  although 
the  sports  complex  was  in  their 
area  of  the  city,  k  was  owned  and 
managed  by  another  entity  over 
which  they  nad  no  control. 

Finally,  at  1  p  jn,  the  manag¬ 
er  of  the  sports  complex  arrived. 
Compass  reported  ttiat  the  man¬ 
ager  proceeded  to  give  the 
Christian  leaders  unreasonable 
conditions  for  a  contract  For 
instance,  the  manager  said  they 
could  not  enter  the  complex  to 
prepare  until  430  pan.  —  hard¬ 
ly  enough  time  for  the  sched¬ 
uled  7  pan.  start.  Oiganizers 
said  he  further  told  them  that 
the  sports  complex  would  retain 
control  over  who  and  how 
many  entered  the  building;  he 
said  they  would  not  honor  the 


The  organizers  sensed  trou¬ 
ble.  Faced  with  such  govern¬ 
ment  duplicity  and  control  over 
their  event  and  without  enough 
time  to  set  up  properly,  diurch 
leaders  said  they  unanimously 
decided  they  could  not  proceed 
with  integnty.  Shortly  after  4 
pan.,  they  issued  an  indefinite 
postponement  notice. 

Reached  by  Compass  late 
Saturday  Hanoi  time,  a  Luis 
Palau  spokesman  repented  that 
the  evangelist  had  just  spent 
significant  time  encouraging 
die  tired  organizers.  Palau  told 
them  that  tne  Lord  would  bless 
their  diligence  and  predicted 
that  they  would  soon  reap  a 
great  spiritual  harvest  accord¬ 
ing  to  file  spokesman.  In  a  few 
years,  Palau  said,  they  would 
look  on  tiie  disappointments  of 
the  weekend  as  insignificant. 

Despite  their  disappoint¬ 
ment  church  leaders  took  note 
of  gains:  The  effort  to  stage  the 
events,  they  said,  marked 
"nprecedented  cooperation 
among  various  groups,  with  the 
ECVN(N),  the  only  registered 
church  based  in  the  north, 
applying  for  the  permission 


document  on  behalf  of  all 
groups.  Cooperating  in  the 
organizing  were  northern  house 
churches  belonging  to  the  Hanoi 
Christian  Fellowship  and  south¬ 
ern-based  house  churches 
belonging  to  the  Vietnam 
Evangelical  Fellowship  as  well 
as  some  smaller  groups. 

Together  the  church  leaders 
said,  they  determined  not  to  bow 
to  government  manipulation 
and  pressure,  "dearly  someone 
at  the  top  disallowed  these 
events  and  then  left  it  to  dumsy 
underline  to  create  bureaucratic 
obstacles/1  a  longtime  overseas 
Vietnam  analyst  told  Compass. 
"Most  people  will  see  through 
this  ruse  and  recognize  simple 
lack  of  religious  freedom." 

It  is  uncertain  whether  the 
cancellation  of  the  events  in 
Hanoi  will  affect  plans  for  the 


tions  in  Danang,  Hanoi  and  Ho 
Chi  Minh  City.  Permission  has 
been  long  requested,  but  so  far 
the  government  has  only  given 
general  verbal  approval. 

In  Ho  Chi  Minn  City  the  pre¬ 
vious  weekend,  permission 
requested  months  in  advance 
was  granted,  but  at  a  venue  sev¬ 
eral  kilometers  from  the  one 
oiganizers  sought  just  three 
hours  before  the  first  celebration 
of  the  1911-2011  Protestantism 
centennial  in  Vietnam. 

The  venue  change  meant 
equipment  located  in  one  part 
of  the  city  had  to  be  moved  to 
the  new  location  before  it  could 
be  assembled,  church  leaders 
said.  It  also  meant  notifying 
many  thousands  of  people 
invited  to  one  venue  about  the 
change  to  the  other,  they  said. 

Given  the  lack  of  government 
cooperation,  the  leader  of 
Vietnam's  Evangelical  Fellow¬ 
ship  (of  house  churches)  said  the 
fact  that  the  event  went  ahead  at 
all  was  "an  absolute  miracle." 

By  word-of-mouth,  Internet 
Twitter,  Facebook  and  especial¬ 
ly  phone  texting,  thousands  of 
people  got  word  of  the  change 
as  technicians  and  hundreds  of 
volunteers  made  heroic  efforts 
to  ready  the  new  venue. 
Vietnamese  police  proved  sur¬ 
prisingly  helpful  in  redirecting 
people  to  tiie  new  location. 

At  9  p.m.,  two  hours  after 
the  schedule  start  of  the  first 
service  on  April  9,  huge  ban¬ 
ners  reading  "Pray  for 
Vietnam"  and  "God  Loves 
Vietnam'  were  unfurled  to 
welcome  Palau's  team  and 
thousands  of  people  to  the 
festival  which  joynilly  com¬ 
bined  the  centennial  celebra¬ 
tion  with  Easter. 

Palau  began  his  evangelis¬ 
tic  message  at  11  p.m.,  with 
about  800  coming  forward  as 
he  invited  people  to  receive 
Christ.  It  was  after  midnight 
before  people  began  to  depart 
for  their  homes. 


.  MM 


